The signing of a Parliamentary co-operation agreement brings all the five Central Asia Parliaments, and that of Mongolia, together with the United Kingdom Parliament.

Endeavours (varied by country)

· Facilitation of inter-parliamentary dialogue and fostering of contacts, co-ordination and the exchange of experience among Parliamentarians.

· Encouragement of regular high level Governmental and Sector exchanges

·  Contributions to enhanced understanding of representative institutions and their further development 

· Promotion of ideals of democracy and good governance

· Recognition of the need to defend and promote human rights and rule of law

· Work for regional security and stability and consideration of questions of bilateral and regional interest

· Contributions to climate change and environmental awareness 

· Importance of regional energy and water security

· Deepening of economic development, trade and inward investment 

· promotion of cultural and educational exchange

Lord Waverley, chairman of the Central Asia All-Party Parliamentary Group and co-chair of the Mongolia All-Party Parliamentary Group, is delighted: “This has been the culmination of two years endeavour.  The twelve-point agreement sets out guiding principles and addresses a missing link to our relationship through the interaction of Parliamentary discourse.”  He continues, “As we in the West appreciate more increasingly the ascendency of the East, so Central Asia and Mongolia plays a pivotal role as a “land-bridge”, a modern day Silk Road and critical intermediary between powerful regions”.

Lord Waverley created the agreements to remedy better understanding of each other’s perspectives and the ability to engage decision-making processes on the basis of first-hand knowledge.  “My decision to create individual country Groups at Westminster was deliberate, believing that the countries of the region must express their interests and find their voice recognizing the contribution of Central Asia countries and Mongolia to regional and geo-political stability, including that of Afghanistan”.

It is now 20 years since the creation of the six independent States.  The launch of this formal inter-Parliamentary initiative, unusual in so far as only few documents have been signed by all Central Asian States, will strengthen the framework for dialogue.

